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1. Title of Programme Module

Habitats

2. Component Name and Code 

Life Science: Habitats M2S25


3. Duration in Hours

50 hours


4. Credit Value

5 credits


5. Status

This programme module may be compulsory or optional within the context of the validated programme. Please refer to the relevant programme descriptor, Section 9 Programme Structure


6. Special Requirements

None

7. Aim of the Programme Module

This programme module aims to provide the learner with skill and competence in observing familiar habitats. It provides the learner with the knowledge of appropriate language and concepts needed to explore habitats on a familiar basis. 

8. Objectives of the Programme Module

· To assist the learner in classifying life forms in a scientific way

·  To familiarize the learner with terminology associated with ecology

·  To introduce the learner to observation and recording methods.

· To assist the learner’s appreciation of the characteristics of different classes in the plant and animal kingdoms using their previous knowledge as a starting point.

· To engage the learner in observation of a chosen habitat

· To introduce the learner to the dynamics of a habitat

· To enable the learner to take responsibility for his/her own learning.


9. Learning Outcomes of Level 2 Life Science: Habitats M2S25

Learners will be able to:

1. Sort familiar living things into groups of plant and animal kingdoms, e.g. fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.
2. Sort familiar living things into vertebrates/invertebrates, e.g. spiders, worms, insects or fish/amphibian/bird/mammal/reptile.

3. Identify a flowering and non-flowering plant, e.g. trees, roses, grasses, or ferns, fungi
4. List plant and animal life forms in a local habitat.

5. Name some characteristics that enable living things to thrive in a local habitat.
10. Indicative Content 

This section provides suggestions for programme content but is not intended to be prescriptive. The programme module can be delivered through classroom based learning activities, group discussions, one-to-one tutorials, field trips, case studies, role play and other suitable activities, as appropriate.

1. Sort familiar living things into groups of plant and animal kingdoms for example

· Fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals, fungi, bacteria/trees, ferns, flowering plants, non-flowering plants using drawings, photographs, specimens etc.
· Allow the learner to explore the essential differences between plant and animal kingdoms.

2. Sort familiar living things into vertebrates/invertebrates 

·  Assist the learner in recognising the difference between vertebrates and invertebrates

· Vertebrates -Mammals (provide milk for their young) reptiles, birds.
· Invertebrates- annelids (e.g. worms), Insects (their chitin shell takes the place of the   bony spine), molluscs.
· Be familiar with the definition of vertebrate (bony spine) invertebrates (non-bony skeleton).

3. Identify a flowering and non-flowering plant, e.g.

· Explore with the learner the differences between flowering and non-flowering plants e.g.

· flowering plants (produce seeds) - roses, any plant that produces a flower

· non flowering (no seeds) - Grasses, ferns mosses, conifers         

4. List plant and animal life forms in a local habitat e.g.
· Study a local habitat and list the plant and animal life forms, provide evidence of this investigation with maps, drawings, specimens etc.

· Assist the learner in grouping their findings under plant and animal kingdoms

·    Assist the learner in grouping their findings under flowering and non-flowering                               plants. 

5. Name Some Characteristics that enable living things to thrive in a local habitat e.g.
· Explore with the learner the requirements of living life forms to survive and their interdependency on each other, for example

· Food sources- 

· Local climate/ water sources/conditions for reproduction

· Competition from other plants/animals for food sources

· Adaptation to the environment e.g. insects have mouth parts which suit their food supply

11. Assessment

11a. Assessment Techniques
Collection of Work
100%

11b. Mapping of Learning Outcomes to Assessment Techniques
In order to ensure that the learner is facilitated to demonstrate the achievement of all learning outcomes from the component specification; each learning outcome is mapped to an assessment technique(s). This mapping should not restrict an assessor from taking an integrated approach to assessment.


	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. Sort familiar living things into groups of plant and animal kingdoms
	Collection of work

	2. Sort familiar living things into vertebrates/invertebrates
	Collection of work

	3. Identify a flowering and non-flowering plant. 
	Collection of work

	4. List plant and animal forms in a local habitat
	Collection of work

	5. Name some characteristics that enable living things to thrive in a local habitat
	Collection of work


11c. Guidelines for Assessment Activities

The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs for the collection of work. In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of achievement of ALL the learning outcomes. Assessment briefs may be designed to allow the learner to make use of a wide range of media in presenting assessment evidence, as appropriate. Quality assured procedures must be in place to ensure the reliability of learner evidence.

	Collection of work
	100%

	The collection of work may be produced throughout the duration of this programme module

	
The collection of work assembled by each learner is designed to indicate that they have achieved each of the specific learning outcomes, and should demonstrate an ability to do the following:

· Sort familiar things into groups of plant and animal kingdoms
· Sort familiar things into vertebrates/invertebrates
· Identify a flowering and non-flowering plant

· List plant and animal life forms in a local habitat

· Name some characteristics that enable living things to thrive in a local habitat

The collection of work may include worksheets, diagrams, cloze tests, multiple choice statements or other appropriate evidence in the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, video, visual or any combination of these. Any audio or video evidence must be provided as a recording. 

All instructions for the learner should be clearly outlined in an assessment brief.


12. Grading

The achievement of awards at Levels 1-3 are graded as follows:

Successful indicates that the learner has achieved all the learning outcomes, within a narrow range of predictable and structured contexts.

Referred indicates more learning is required to enable satisfactory achievement of one or more learning outcomes.

	Life Science: Habitats

M2S25
	Learner Marking Sheet


Learner’s Name: ________________________________

	Learning Outcome
Learners will be able to:
	LO

()
	Evidence/ Explanatory Note

	1. Sort familiar living things into groups of plant and animal kingdoms 
	
	

	2. Sort familiar living things into vertebrates/invertebrates 
	
	

	3. Identify a flowering and non-flowering plant 
	
	

	4. List plant and animal life forms in a local habitat
	
	

	5. Name some characteristics that enable living things to thrive in a local habitat
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